ASHFORD ROAD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 7th May 2026

The Acting Chair Mrs. Rosemary Whitcombe took the meeting and welcomed 30 members to the clubs 77th annual meeting.

Apologies: were received from 6 members

Copies of the Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting had been circulated by email with a few copies in the hall. No matters were arising. The minutes were proposed by Miss J. Webb and seconded by Mr. P. Whitcombe.

Acting Chair’s Report:
Well this is a report I was not expecting to be writing but after the sad passing of Linda Rodgers I have taken on the job. You don’t always realise what people do until they are not there and you can’t ask them.

ARCA is still a busy place with lots of bookings coming in.

We have regular ARCA events like Dances, Bat and Trap, Bingo, Whist, Craft Club, Bowls as well as outside groups who hold their meetings here such as Pilates, W.I. SDHS, Soft Furnishings, TASC, Parish Council Meetings, Lemon Zingers, to name but a few. You are welcome to attend any of these groups to see if you like it before joining.

Thank you to the Committee for helping me. Also thank you to the cleaners for keeping the hall so nice that hirers want to come back again and again.

Thank You
Rosemary Whitcombe

Secretaries Report
I think most of the information about the hall has been covered in the Chair’s report.

The Newsletter I hope keeps you all informed of events each month. Please let me know if you change your email address or if you wish to be removed for any reason.

I have also taken over the membership applications for the club. I would like to thank those that have renewed. At this time we have just over 100 members.

I would like to thank the organizations that write or type their reports. All the reports from 2025 can be found on our website. Those already received for this year will be read out later and will be on our website together with the information when the organizations meet soon after this meeting.

I would also like to thank the committee members who all take on duties to help make the hall run smoothly.
Margaret Nicholson

Treasurer’s Report:
Mr. A. Martin has given out copies of the financial statement which have not been signed off yet as our books are still with the auditor. Our income is down this year but he explained that we are still owed at lease £2000 from the electricity which has been overpaid which will help plus back payment of rents.

Proposed adoption of accounts by Mrs. M. Gilbert and seconded by Mr. D. Oxberry.

Appointment of Auditor: Mr. A. Martin proposed that Mrs. Lesley Grove be appointed Auditor. Seconded by Mr. P. Rodgers.

Entertainment: 
Mrs. M. Gilbert informed members of upcoming events and thanked everyone who attends our events which makes them so enjoyable. She also explained to members that events for 2027 have nearly all been booked.



Communications & Media:
Mr. A. Green explained to members how our website works and how you can look up information.  We now have photos of some of our events on the website. He also read out a half page advert which will appear in ‘The Net’ booklet which comes out quite regularly to residents and can be found in the foyer of Morrison’s Supermarket.

Club Reports:
Reports from the following users of the hall were then read out. Mrs. M. Nicholson read out reports from the Craft Club, Whist, Flower Club, Lemon Zingers, SDHS, Soft Furnishings and WI. Mrs. D. Green gave a report from the Pilates and Mr. A. Green read out a report from U3A.

Nominations for Chair:
We had two nominations for Chair, Mrs. R. Whitcombe and Mr. P. Rodgers. After a vote from members Mrs. R. Whitcombe was voted Chair and Mr. P. Rodgers Vice-Chair. Both agreed.

Nominations for Committee:
Mrs. M. Nicholson was nominated as Secretary by Mrs. R. Whitcombe and seconded by Mr. N. Webber.
Mrs. M. Nicholson agreed
Mr. A. Martin was nominated as Treasurer by Mr. D. Oxberry and seconded by Mr. P. Rodgers.
Mr. A. Martin agreed.

Representatives of Clubs:
The following committee members agreed to stand on committee:
Mr. A. Green, Mrs. D. Green, Mr. P. Whitcombe, Mrs. M. Gilbert, Mr. D. Dawes, Mrs. A. Petts and Miss. J. Webb.

Subscription Charges:  Membership will stay at £7.50p for this year.
Junior subscription would stay free but they still needed to fill in a form.

AOB
Mr. D. Oxberry proposed that the membership and the entrance to dance money go up. After further discussions from the floor it was agreed that the membership goes up to £10 per person from next February and that the dance entrance goes up to £10 for members and £12 for non-members from August. Mr. B. Collins seconded this proposal and all other members agreed.

Events:		 
A list of future events were on the table at the entrance.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mrs. R. Whitcombe closed the meeting at 7.50p.m., and invited all present to take refreshments of cheese and wine.



Signed………………………………………………..			Date:…………………………………….
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